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We've been talking about the history of music in the Church; before we go
any farther, | think that an article about the history of Why We Build
Churches The Way We Do is in order!

At first, Christians met in houses--you'll find all sorts of references to this in
Acts. At first, the ones in Jerusalem continued to worship in the great
Temple, but as time went on, they were made more and more unwelcome
because of their emphasis on Jesus' being the promised Messiah. In the
Roman Empire, which kept a strong control on all non-Roman religions
(they were regarded as hotbeds of possible rebellion), Judaism was per-
mitted, and as long as Christianity was regarded as just being a subset of
Judaism, it was safe (see Acts, chapter 18, for an example, when Jews
dragged Paul before the Roman governor at Corinth with accusations
against him, and the governor refused to listen, saying, in effect, "This is
just an in-house squabble among you Jews; settle it yourselves." But by
the time of Nero (who died in AD 68), it was obvious that Christianity was a
new religion and was therefore no longer "safe." For the next 250 years or
so, what happened to the Church (outwardly) depended on who was em-
peror. Some just ignored it; others were determined to destroy it (Nero,
Diocletian, Decius, and others). But Constantine was the one who made it
legal in 313. Then the church had to decide what kind of buildings they
were going to erect!

There were several examples: 1) The basilica; this one was a secular
model. It was like a courtroom with the judge seated at the end and the
"listeners" down below, very much like we see in the courtroom dramas
today. When the church decided to follow this example, it was the bish-
op or pastor who sat at the end, on a raised platform, with the congrega-
tion gathered in the rest of the room, which could be quite lengthy, with
side aisles. That style can still show up today. 2) The Jewish tabernacle
and its successor, the Temple. If you read the Old Testament descrip-
tions of them, you'll know that there were successive courtyards: Gentiles
(non-Jews) were allowed to go only into the outer court. The next court
was for Jews, but women were not allowed to go any farther. The next
court was for Jewish laymen. The next court was for temple servants
(including priests); and all members of the tribe of Levi. Finally, in the
center was the Tabernacle and (until the time of Solomon) the Temple.

It was square and was divided inside into two parts (on a 2/3-1/3 ratio).
The larger portion was for the priests; but the smaller part was the Holy of
Holies, in which the famous Ark of the Covenant was kept--an acacia wood
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chest that had been gilded, and with a lid of solid
gold. In it were kept the tablets of the Ten Command-
ments and some other mementos of Israel's time in
the wilderness. Only the high priest was allowed in
there, and once in the year---the Day of Atone-
ment, when he would make atonement first for his
own sins and the sins of his family, and secondly for
the sins of Israel during the past year. You'll find this
model (with modifications!) in lots of churches, incluad-
ing our own! The chancel area is regarded as
"special," and the ones who are there during the
service are the ones who have business there
(pastors, organists, lay leaders, choir members,

etc.). But something | didn't think about until | was
preparing for this article is that where the congregation
sits corresponds to the area where only the priests
were admitted. That's a reminder that all of us who
belong to Christ are priests, in that we can pray for
others with results! Luther strongly emphasized that
during the Reformation. Now, in the tabernacle and
the Temple, the Holy of Holies was blocked off by an
elaborately woven veil (in the Tabernacle and the 2nd
Temple) and by louvered doors (in Solomon's temple),
symbolizing that the way to God was still blocked by
sin. But do you remember how, when Jesus died, the
veil of the (2nd) temple was torn in two from top to
bottom? That shows that the way to God is open for
all of us because Christ has paid the sacrifice for

sin! On that high note, I'd best stop for this week!

God bless youl!

PBruce

Regular Needs for
Eastside Community
Assistance

For Families:
Canned Fruit
Pasta

Baby Items:
Diapers, Baby Formula

Homeless &L Family Food:
Small Pull-top Meats &
Drinks, Canned Fruit,
Snacks, Mac & Cheese

Clothing Items:
Men’'s Shoes

Children's items:
including Infant 0-18 mos.
Towels & Sheets
Feminine Hygiene:

Pads or Tampons
Other Items:

Powdered Laundry Soap
Quart Zip-lock Bags
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Mark your calendars now for Sunday, July 29

Mike Williams has volunteered to cook burgers
& hot dogs for our summer 5™ Sunday Lunch. We
will add some beans & fixins’ and call it an
indoor picnic. There will be some
Administrative Council business, too.
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2929 Forest Ave
Ft. Worth, Texas 76112

Address Service Requested

Church Office: 817-451-4321
Church Fax: 817-446-4013

Meetings & EVemtS schedule

S
s July\’

July 18
Wonderful Wednesday Lunch

JuIKI24
Mail Out Newsletter
& Calendar

July 25
Wonderful Wednesday Lunch

Jug/ 29
5th Sunday Lunch
Fundraiser for
Eastside Community
Assistance
& Admin Council

www.handieyumc.org
handieyumc@shcglohal.net

August Highlights

August 5
Communion set-up by
New Horizons Class

August 6
Police Captains/Code Blue

August 13
Handley Neighborhood
Assoc.

August 20
ISD
Ist Day of School

Sunday’s Service:

07/08—Mike Williams’ Group
07/15—Bill Mann’s Group

oChrist is
Ephesians 2:11-22

Our
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