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Greetings!  

 

Did you get to view the partial solar eclipse??  It was quite something to see!!  You had to 

have those special black -out glasses to view it properly, but it was definitely spectacular ð 

even the partial eclipse we had here in Texas!  And to imagine, it will be another 99 years 

before another one occurs in this region!!  
 

These once-in-a-lifetime events are sensational to us, because we are blessed to live in such 

a time as this.  In Godõs time, Iõm sure the events are just as spectacular, God just gets to see 

more of them because of his eternal nature.  Can you imagine all the events God has  

witnessed in the world, both good and bad, throughout the millennia?  Can you imagine all 

the lives God has touched in that time?  Me neither!!  
 

We have such a brief time on Earth in comparison to Godõs existence.  But we still have a call 

to serve God and influence as many as possible to seek out the love of God through Jesus 

Christ!  What have you done recently to reach out to those who donõt know the power of 

Godõs love through Jesus Christ?  Me neither!!   
 

In light of all the current events we are witness to on the news, we have a lot of work to do to 

share Godõs love with the world.  Our world seems to be in greater need of that all-

encompassing love than ever before!  What can we do in our small corner of the universe?  

We can show Godõs love to those we meet through kindness, consideration, generosity of 

spirit, helpfulness and compassion.  We may not be able to accomplish Earth -shattering 

feats, but our little part is just as important in advancing the cause of Christ in the world.  
 

I look forward to seeing you in worship!  Weõve had quite a number of guests and those who 

have been absent for a while.  It is great to see so many filling the Fellowship Hall to worship 

God on Sunday mornings!   

 

May God continue to bless your days!  

Pastor Sally 

 682-213-2065 (home)    

 817-240-4042 (cell)    

 revsafleming@yahoo.com  (e-mail)    
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In our study of How We Got The Bible, we've 

been looking at Acts, which is specially  

important because it's the only history of the 

early church to have been written and  

survived until the middle of the 4th century. 

We've seen in previous studies that the book 

concentrates mainly on the ministries of Peter 

and Paul.  We also noted that the word 

"apostle" means "one who is sent," sort of a 

combination of missionary  and ambassador . 

This week I want us to concentrate on the 

events leading up to Pentecost, and that Day 

itself.  We find that the disciples (now to be 

called "apostles") returned to Jerusalem after 

Jesus' ascension and began to pray for the ad-

vent of the Holy Spirit; they didn't know what to 

expect, but He had told them to expect 

this.  There are two indications in Acts 1 that 

Luke, our author, regards the Church as the 

"New Israel;"  he tells us that there were 120 

people gathered together for prayer, and 

that's the number that was required at that time 

to found a new Jewish community.  Also, Peter 

seems to find it necessary to have a twelfth 

apostle, one to replace Judas, who, of course, 

had defected.  Why is twelve so important? 

We should quickly think of the Twelve Tribes 

of Israel in the Old Testament.  That doesn't 

mean that there was one apostle from each 

tribe; some of the original tribes had largely 

been lost or assimilated into other tribes by 

this time.  But there is a correspondence  

between the 12 Tribes and the 12 Apostles ---

the latter are God's new Israel.  It's not a total 

replacement!  All of those gathered in the  

Upper Room were evidently Jewish them-

selves, but we're going to see that Luke  

believes that the "new Israel" will be the focus 

of God's activity.  
 

Pentecost (50 days after Passover) was a  

Hebrew agricultural festival; on that day, the 

first sheaf of ripe barley was offered to God in 

the Jewish temple.  Of course, that sheaf was 

regarded as the first fruits ---a lot more was 

coming!  The symbolism in Acts 2 is vivid; we 

are told that 3000 Jewish people committed  

Bruceõs Bible Study 
themselves to Jesus as the promised  

Messiah, on that day alone; but there were 

more coming!   These were the "first fruits." 

There's also symbolism in the signs accom-

panying the descent of the Holy Spirit --a 

great wind, flames of fire appearing on the 

heads of those in the Upper Room, and their 

speaking in languages that they had never 

learned.  The Hebrew and Greek words for 

"wind" also mean "spirit" or "Spirit," and 

"breath."  These show that 1) the Church is 

the foundation of God's new creation; in the 

old  one, the "Spirit of God moved over the 

face of the waters" ---that's at the beginning 

of Genesis, chapter 1.  Now the Spirit is  

moving over the assembled disciples of  

Jesus.  2) Likewise, fire has often been  

regarded as a purifier , as well as a symbol 

of incredible power, and I think both of 

these apply to what these people were  

experiencing --a tremendous purifying of 

their inner selves, and an empowerment for 

service. The speaking in other languages is 

probably best regarded as a reversal  of the 

Tower of Babel story ( Genesis 11); there, the 

many languages were the sign of a judg-

ment from God; here, they are a source of 

blessing. There, the human race was trying 

to live apart from God; here, the people are 

shown as united  in the praise of God through 

Jesus Christ.  And Peter, who a few weeks 

before had denied knowing Jesus not once 

but three times, and at night and in the pres-

ence of very few witnesses, now stands up 

in broad daylight and proclaims what God 

has done to a large crowd!  The Lord has 

changed  Peter--and that's an indication of 

what he can do with us.  Fascinating, eh?   
 

More next week!  



 

Betty Davenport passed away last week.  She was a wonderful 91 -

year -old and long time member of Handley UMC.  She had a great 

love for animals and the family asks in lieu of flowers that memori-

al donations be sent to the Humane Society of North Texas or other 

animal related charity of your choosing.  
 

An extended member of the church family has also passed. The 

sister of Judy Richmond, Patricia 'Kay' Mehaffy Sherman has 

passed away.  
 

Walter 'Dub' Holcomb passed away after a lengthy illness.  Many 

of us remember Dub and his participation in UMM activities and 

his service to this church.  
 

And we want to let you know about 2 members whose passing last 

month have come to our attention.  Oma Lee Groce passed away 

on July 8th and Wanda Littrell passed away on July 26th.  
 

Also, Neva Thomas (Anita Crossõ sister), who has been on our  

prayer list, passed away last Tuesday morning in New York.  
 

We know this is an overwhelming amount of loss for our church 

and want to ask you all for prayers for all these families.    

 

Blessings, 

Staff of Handley UMC  

Reprinted / updated from  

email notice August 14, 2017 
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