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Phillip Yancey tells of a 
trip he took to Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania, where he 
once had dinner in an 
Amish home. 
 
During the meal, he 
heard about their unusual 
procedure for choosing a 
pastor. 
 
In that part of the coun-
try, few Amish acquire 
education beyond the 
eighth grade, and almost 
none have theological 
training. 
 
The entire congregation 
votes for any men 
(among the Amish, only 
males need apply) who 
show pastoral potential. 
 
Those who receive at 
least three votes move 
forward to sit at a table. 
 
Each has a hymnbook in 
front of him, and inside 
his randomly chosen 
hymnbook, one of the 
men finds a card desig-
nating him as the new 
pastor for the next year. 
 
“What if the person se-
lected doesn’t feel quali-
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Dr. Gus Guthrie 

fied?”  Yancey asked his 
Amish friend. 
 
He looked puzzled, then 
replied, “If he did feel 
qualified, we wouldn’t 
want him.” 
 
These young men weren’t 
expecting a call, nor did 
they attempt to live in 
such a way to invite a call. 
 
They simply tried to live 
authentically. 
 

Shalom, 
 

Gus 
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“We Had Hoped” 
 

Metthew 15:21-28 
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Aug 17~Clint & Heather 
Taber 
Aug 24~Brett & Marissa 
Church 
Aug 31~Shaun & Shannon 
Burns 
Sept 7~Alice & David 
Holcomb 
Sept 14`Jason & Kara 
Mann 
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            TAX-FREE 
· Baby clothes  
· Backpacks for use by ele-

mentary and secondary 
students  

· Belts with attached buck-
les  

· Boots - cowboy, hiking  
· Caps/hats - baseball, fish-

ing, golf, knitted  
· Coats and wraps  
· Diapers - adult and baby  
· Dresses  
· Gloves (generally)  
· Gym suits and uniforms  
· Hooded shirts and hooded 

sweatshirts  
· Hosiery  
· Jackets  
· Jeans  
· Jerseys - baseball and foot-

ball  
· Jogging apparel  
· Neckwear and ties  
· Pajamas  
· Pants and trousers  
· Raincoats and ponchos  
· Robes  
· Shirts  
· Shoes - sandals, slippers, 

sneakers, tennis, walking  
· Socks (including athletic)  
· Shorts  
· Suits, slacks, and jackets  
· Sweatshirts  
· Sweat suits  
· Sweaters  
· Swimsuits  
· Underclothes  
· Work clothes and uniforms 
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In Memory of  

Carroll Showen 
Alma Woodard 

Gus & Sue Guthrie 
Carroll Butts Family 

LaRue Hulsey 
Millie Whittington 

Jim & June Hill 
Rodney & Kathy Thompson 

Bob & Carolyn Whitt 
 

In Memory of  
Loraine Cotter 
LaRue Hulsey 

 
 

In Memory of  
Retta Squyres 
LaRue Hulsey 

 
 

In Memory of  
Louise Lambert 

LaRue Hulsey 
 
 

In Memory of  
Louise Moxley 
LaRue Hulsey 

 
 

In Memory of  
Joyce Humphries 

Ray & Daryl Humphries 
 
 

In Memory of  
Mindy Marsalis Wells 

Dolores Stubbs 
Patsy Clifford 

Gus & Sue Guthrie 
Bob & Carolyn Whitt�
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